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Call to order 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of South Suburban Park and Recreation District was called to order 

at 4:02 pm on Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at the Goodson Recreation Center, 6315 South University Boulevard, 

Centennial, Colorado. Chair John Ostermiller presided.  

(Note to the file: The revised start time at 4 pm was announced with a Special Posting, per State statute. /ds) 

Present: John K. Ostermiller 

Susan M. Rosser 

Pamela M. Eller 

Michael T. Anderson 

Scott A. LaBrash 
  

Legal Counsel: James P. Collins, Esq. 
  

Management Staff: David Lorenz, Executive Director 

Deanna Heyn, Deputy Executive Director 

Stuart Bunt, Service Center Supervisor 

Brett Collins, Director of Planning & Development 

Teresa Cope, Director of Communications 

Jay Dikeman, Director of Hospitality Services 

JoAnn Gould, Director of Recreation & Community Services 

Mike MacLennan, Director of IT  

Rich Meredith, Executive Director, Hudson Gardens 

Bill Ramsey, Director of Golf 

Clay Shuck, Deputy Recreation Manager 

Steve Shipley, Director of Finance 

Executive Session 
MRS. ELLER MOVED TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO, OR, AS 

AUTHORIZED BY, C.R.S. SECTION 24-6-402(4), #  

(A) CONCERNING THE PURCHASE, ACQUISITION, LEASE, TRANSFER, OR SALE OF 

ANY REAL, PERSONAL, OR OTHER PROPERTY INTEREST, 

(B) FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONFERENCES WITH DISTRICT LEGAL COUNSEL, TO 

RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE ON SPECIFIC LEGAL QUESTIONS, 

(C) FOR THE PURPOSES OF MATTERS REQUIRED TO BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL BY 

FEDERAL OR STATE LAW, OR RULES OR REGULATIONS, 

(D) FOR THE PURPOSES OF SPECIALIZED DETAILS OF SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS 

OR INVESTIGATIONS, 

(E) FOR THE PURPOSES OF DETERMINING POSITIONS RELATIVE TO MATTERS 

THAT MAY BE SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATIONS, DEVELOPING STRATEGY FOR 

NEGOTIATIONS, AND INSTRUCTING NEGOTIATORS, 

(F) FOR DISCUSSION OF A PERSONNEL MATTER 

(G) FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERATION OF ANY DOCUMENTS PROTECTED BY 

THE MANDATORY NONDISCLOSURE PROVISIONS OF THE OPEN RECORDS ACT, 

AND SPECIFICALLY, DISCUSSION REGARDING NEGOTIATIONS ON THE PROPOSED 

CHERRY HILLS ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY PROJECT. MRS. ROSSER SECONDED THE 

MOTION, WHICH WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0). Members immediately adjourned into 

Executive Session, and broke at 6:10 pm. 
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Study Session 
Mr. Ostermiller convened the Study Session at 6:20 pm, and the group discussed several items on the posted 

agenda. (See the continued discussion below.) 

The Board returned to the public meeting at 7:07 pm. 

Citizens’ comments 
No public came forward to speak at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Gold Medal Citizens Committee report presentation 
On behalf of the Committee, co-chairs Jim Taylor and Gerry Cummings presented copies of the report to the 

Board. They thanked the Board of Directors for allowing the residents to have input for going forward, the 

citizens who stepped forward to put the plan together, and the staff for consistently providing assistance on 

request for this project.  

Mr. Taylor stated that the south metro area is a highly desirable place to live, because of the options for play. 

He noted some highlights of the Citizens Committee report, including discussions about ways to communicate 

with the public and the funding needed to implement the citizens’ recommendations. He noted, however, that 

the citizens have made no specific funding recommendations. He asked the Board of Directors to accept the 

report and their recommendations, and encouraged the Board to contact the citizens again as needed. He offered 

to answer Boardmembers’ questions. 

Mrs. Cummings reported she agreed with Mr. Taylor’s comments. 

On behalf of the Board, Mr. Ostermiller thanked the citizens for their effort. Particularly, he expressed 

appreciation for the efforts of Mr. Taylor and Mrs. Cummings; it isn’t easy to lead a group of 70 citizens in one 

direction. The reports illustrate the time and thought put into the report. The process started last November and 

included the work on four subcommittees.  

Boardmembers expressed their appreciation to the citizens. Mr. LaBrash added, a plan needs to be in place to 

keep the Citizen Committee members up-to-date on the next steps. 

Copies of the final report were available for the public to pick up tonight. A special Study Session of the Board 

will take place on June 11 to go through the report and discuss potential next steps.  

Mr. Ostermiller thanked staff for working with the Citizens Committee. 

Proposed Cherry Hills assisted living facility at 6325 South University Boulevard. 
City of Centennial referral request 
Brett Collins presented. The proposed redevelopment project is for the property currently known as the 

Highline Community Church, which is very close to the Goodson Center and adjacent deKoevend Park. At this 

time, the District needs to respond to the City of Centennial’s referral. 

The project includes plans to provide 55 assisted-living rooms and 30 memory-care rooms in the facility. The 

proposed structure is about 80K square feet, with a footprint of 40K square feet, about twice the footprint of the 

existing church building. Plans include removing dirt from deKoevend Park (near Shelter C) and building up 

the construction site grade about 7 feet on one side. This dirt removal would flatten an area in deKoevend Park, 

causing disturbance in the existing turf and irrigation system, and the Park would be restored.  

There are existing parking agreements between the owner of 6325 South University Boulevard and the District, 

running with the property deed, which will be impacted by the new construction. The proposed plan would 
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create some additional parking spaces on the west side of the new building to replace some lost spaces on the 

north side, but there will be a net loss of 7 parking spaces. 

Boardmembers and staff anticipate and assume that other agencies are being contacted through the City’s 

referral process, and those agencies will have additional comments: including CenCon, the fire department, and 

water & sewer districts. Brett will take a look at these responses as they become available. 

Brett displayed the plan. He noted the location of the new parking in back and on the west side of the 4.6-acre 

property. 

Mr. Lorenz explained that the District’s referral response will be forwarded to the Centennial Planning 

Department. The District has no control over the development of the property. The City’s planning & zoning 

commission will take the referral comments; the decision on the future of the redevelopment project would be 

made by that commission and, ultimately, the Centennial City Council.  

Following discussion earlier this evening, Brett asked if the Boardmembers had any comments to include in the 

District’s referral letter. For the benefit of the public present, Mr. Ostermiller introduced the Board’s responses.  

 A new comprehensive parking agreement is needed that fulfills the existing rights, between the District and 

the developer/new property owner. 

 A negotiation plan is needed for construction which will minimize disruption to District operations during the 

construction period. 

 The developer will pay for expanded parking and sidewalk to new parking area. 

 There are concerns about moving the floodplain, so that the change would not cause any other flooding issues 

on District property. 

 There are concerns regarding the intensity of use (footprint) of the site; but the District respects that the zoning 

is a Centennial City Council decision. 

 The developer/owner will pay for all work in deKoevend Park. 

 Loading dock limits will be defined and agreed to by South Suburban and the developer. 

Mr. Ostermiller opened the meeting to citizen comments. He explained to the group that the Board wouldn’t 

take comment on zoning issues, only about the plan. 

Clifford Weinberger, 2346 Crabtree Drive spoke. His home is opposite Goodson Center and by the children’s 

park. In the past, he’s met with South Suburban about his concerns with ingress and egress around the Center 

and Park, the volume of car traffic, and safety issues. He reported that a lot of cars drive too fast. He had 

received assurance from South Suburban that the District would minimize these issues, and would post 

speeding signs and attempt other traffic-calming solutions. The Board should ask for a traffic study, including 

the level of traffic and the timing of the cars. The use of the site as a church created a minimum of traffic during 

the mid-week.  

Mr. Ostermiller reported a traffic study was done through the City of Centennial.  

Mr. Weinberger stated he is also concerned about the good of the citizens using deKoevend Park. Some items 

need to be addressed, at least to make the situation safer. 

Debora Jones, 6210 South Monaco Way and David Schlatter, 6082 South Kearney Street presented on behalf 

of the Palos Verdes Civic Association. President Dan Dulaney, Association President had sent a letter to the 

District, outlining their concerns about this project. They hope the District will address the letter and the City 
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will do the same. There are significant and substantial issues with the proposed project, that are unlikely to be 

resolved. Issues include: 

 Parking. When Ms. Jones drove in this evening, there wasn’t an easily available space. She believes the 

parking spaces are always at a premium, which shows the strong use of Goodson by users. However, service 

to constituents is an issue when trying to sell improvements, and to ensure that citizens are getting a good 

deal for their taxes. 

 Service and delivery vehicles will be coming to the proposed facility, and they question whether 

accommodation has been adequately addressed in the plan. There is no loading dock, and there is minimal 

turnaround planned. The trucks will be coming and going all the time. 

 The fire truck access is quite constrained. She would be concerned about having a loved one in this facility. 

 The driveway and access road are an issue. It should be investigated now. 

 This facility will have a lot more, and more extended, use than the church facility did in the past. Probably 

both the facility and Goodson would be busier in the evening.  

 The floodplain is going to be a continuing problem in Colorado. This type of building should not be planned 

so close to a creek. 

 The density is too high, and the parking criteria is too low: 1 car per 3 units is too low. When her parents 

were in a similar facility, they didn’t want to give up their cars. 

She hopes the Board will look at all these concerns and the letter from Mr. Dulaney. She encouraged the Board 

to give the City an honest review and good input about their concerns. 

Mr. Schlatter continued.  

 He understands the Board’s discussion tonight is to respond a referral process. The City looks very closely 

at the comments of adjacent neighbors, and so South Suburban will have an enormous weight in this matter. 

He encouraged the Board not to under-estimate the weight of their response. The Palos Verdes Association 

will also submit to the City. 

 He stated his concerns about the size of the building footprint, which would double the building size on the 

site. With the changes to traffic and parking, where will the additional cars go? 

 The Palos Verdes board roundly reviewed this plan. Because of the unknowns, they stated they would 

oppose the plan. This redevelopment plan will impact 472 neighbors. The Palos Verdes board includes 

several development professionals who also use the Goodson-deKoevend recreation facilities. They intuited 

the parking problem, and its impact on present and future Center clients. 

 He is also a representative to CenCon, whose members have many concerns. A week ago, the 

overwhelming majority wanted to put forward their concerns to the District and City. He stated the letter 

prepared by Mr. Dulaney reflected the concerns of other local homeowners as well as the Palos Verdes 

board. 

 Mr. Ostermiller stated the District has a copy of the Palos Verdes (Dulaney) letter, and it entered in the 

District Board’s discussions. He thanked the citizens for their input. He stated the District needs to be 

mindful of what the City Council and planning & zoning commission and staff have done. The role of the 

District Board is to look out for the District’s benefit and to minimize the impacts.  

Mr. Schlatter noted that other potential developers have looked at the property. This is a measure of this 

particular project and its qualifications to be next to the Goodson Recreation Center. 

Mrs. Rosser encouraged Ms. Jones and Mr. Schlatter to contact their City Council representatives. 
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No other public came forward at this time. 

Mrs. Eller requested a clarification. The Board’s list of concerns (above) addressed the impact of the building 

footprint; but in discussion earlier, there also was concern about the magnitude of the proposed building overall, 

and this should be clarified in the referral response. 

MR. ANDERSON MOVED TO GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE 

REFERRAL PROCESS (FOR THE PROPOSED CHERRY HILLS ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY TO 

BE CONSTRUCTED AT 6325 SOUTH UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD), TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 

THE BOARD’S CONCERNS. Mrs. Eller seconded the motion. There were no further comments, and the 

motion was approved unanimously (5-0).  

Centennial Link Trail Phase 3, award of construction contract 
Brett Collins presented. He asked the Board to award the Phase 3 construction project contract. 

He reported that phases 1 and 2 of the trail have been completed, completing the trailway from the High Line 

Canal to Lenski Elementary. Phase 3 will encompass Lenski Elementary to Holly Street, through the 

Georgetown Village development.  

The Phase 3 project was designed and bid out, and six bidders responded. L&M Enterprises was the low bidder 

at $521,600. Some bridges have been purchased, and there have been engineering costs, for a current 

anticipated total of $788,080, not yet including a 10% contingency to cover unforeseen costs.  

Staff is requesting additional budget to allow for a 10% contingency, or an additional allocation of $40,240. 

Brett reported the District has really good leverage on the project funds, including grants from other agencies 

that funded about 77% of the project. The 10% contingency would be used to address unforeseen issues only; 

the scope of work would not change. He asked the Board to approve the final project and budget, so the project 

can move forward.  

To Boardmembers’ question, Brett reported that District Planning staff intends to award the contract on 

Thursday and start the construction process right away, with completion of Phase 3 in early August. It’s 

intended that the new trailway would be available for use for the Fall 2014 school term. The District would 

have until 2015 to utilize grant funds, per the requirements of the grants. L&M Enterprises has done other work 

for the District, on a variety of bridge and drainage projects, similar in scope and size to this project.  

Mrs. Rosser stated this is a badly needed project to correct some drainage issues as well. She asked Planning 

staff for an accounting of any contingency funds used from the one-mill account at project-end. 

MR. ANDERSON MOVED TO APPROVE A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT WITH L&M 

ENTERPRISES, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $521,600 FOR THE CENTENNIAL LINK TRAIL 

PHASE 3 PROJECT; AND ALLOCATE AN ADDITIONAL $40,240 FROM THE 2010 1-MILL FUND 

AND APPROVE A TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET OF $840,240, INCLUDING A 10% 

CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICES COSTS, BRIDGE COSTS, 

PERMITTING AND OTHER PROJECT RELATED EXPENSES. Mrs. Rosser seconded the motion. 

There was no further discussion, and the motion was approved unanimously (5-0). 

Golf Course and Ice Arena Facilities Revenue Bonds, Series 1999:  
Approval of early redemption 
Steve Shipley presented. The bonds have a current balance of $1.03 million. The District has had the option to 

redeem these 1999 bonds early; currently, due to interest costs, staff believes it is time to move forward. 

Accounting staff has considered District cash flows and other matters in their recommendation. Mr. Shipley 

reviewed the outstanding balance and interest savings from this proposed early redemption. He estimated 

approximately $600K in cash needed for the early payoff, and approximately $111K in interest will be saved 
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over the next three years. He noted the minimal earnings available for excess funds investments at this point. He 

concluded, this seems like the right time to go forward with the redemption. The total savings to the District 

will be $111K. 

He anticipates making arrangements for payoff in Summer 2014, with the goal of completing the transaction by 

November 1. There will be no penalty for the early payoff. 

To Boardmembers’ questions, Mr. Shipley explained that this transaction will have no impact for the statutory 

requirements per TABOR, in the GAAP enterprise fund.  

Mr. Ostermiller asked if Finance staff had considered an early payoff of the August 2007 bonds as well. Mr. 

Shipley explained this is not possible, that there isn’t an early redemption clause; at any rate, the final balance 

could be paid off in 18 months, and it has a current balance of about $1 million. 

Mr. Shipley will provide a summary of outstanding debt for Board review, during the upcoming retreat on June 

11. Mrs. Eller added, this transaction would make the District money work for us, a little bit. 

MRS. ROSSER MOVED TO APPROVE THE EARLY REDEMPTION OF THE 1999 REVENUE 

BONDS USING 2014 BUDGETED DEBT SERVICE PAYMENT, THE $242,080 RESERVE FOR 

THE 1999 REVENUE BONDS, AND THE REMAINING AMOUNT FROM OPERATING CASH. 

Mr. LaBrash seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and the motion was approved 

unanimously (5-0). 

Employee policies updates 
Deanna Heyn presented. The three proposed policies tonight are cleanups of existing policies. Mrs. Heyn had provided 

Boardmembers with drafts of the proposed policies and summaries of the major changes in tonight’s packet. 

Update to the drug, alcohol and controlled substances policy 

The intent of the updated policy is to make it clear that marijuana use in the workplace would not be allowed, 

despite recent changes in State law. The proposed policy modifications are in response to recommendations 

from the District’s legal counsel and the Mountain States Employers Council. The intent is that the District will 

continue to be a drug-free workplace. 

Mr. Ostermiller asked for a definition of a controlled substance. Mrs. Heyn referred him to the Commercial 

Driver’s License policy. 

Mrs. Rosser asked about potential use of marijuana by an employee in response to a medical situation. Mrs. 

Heyn explained that this use would not be seen differently in the District workplace. She added, there will be 

some challenges in the courts, and the courts will work it out. A lot of legal issues surrounding marijuana will 

be decided in Colorado in the future. There is nothing in the current State law that would disallow the District’s 

proposed policy. 

Mrs. Eller asked about a situation where an employee uses a substance on his own time and then is tested 

several days later by the District. Mrs. Heyn explained the situation is spelled out in the Commercial Driver’s 

License policy. The District has contracted with an agency to provide testing services and guidelines. 

Mr. Anderson asked if there would be any exceptions to the policy. Mrs. Heyn acknowledged, the policy 

acknowledges there are events when alcohol is available and employees are present; but she doesn’t know of 

any exceptions to the policy. Each situation is different, and District management needs to evaluate each 

situation individually. 
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Update to medical leaves, under the Colorado Family Care Act of 2013 

The policy update is in response to the 2013 Act and would allow up to 12 weeks of leave to an employee who 

is a partner in a civil union. Such leave has been available to some employees under the Family Medical Leave 

Act [FMLA]. Mr. Anderson asked for a definition of a serious health condition; Mrs. Heyn explained that the 

definition is spelled out in the Family Medical Leave Act. The process would use the same forms as for the 

FMLA, and the same process to determine whether an issue is a serious health/medical condition. 

Updates to the Commercial Driver’s License guidelines  

These guidelines actually won’t be included the general Employee Handbook, because they affect very few 

employees. The guidelines are very procedural in nature. They are administered by Stuart Bunt for the District. 

Conclusion 

Mrs. Heyn believes the entire Employee Handbook will be updated and submitted to the Board for approval in 

2015. To Mr. Anderson’s question, she explained that staff at large will receive these updates, and copies of the 

Employee Handbook and attendant policies are and will be available on the employees’ website, and in print at 

a particular employee’s request.  

To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Mrs. Heyn reported that Commercial Driver’s License employees can be subject to 

random drug testing, but this isn’t done anywhere else in the District; and there is a reasonable suspicion clause 

in the language of the guidelines. 

MRS. ELLER MOVED TO ADOPT THE REVISED DRUG, ALCOHOL AND/OR CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCES POLICY, THE NEW COLORADO FAMILY CARE ACT POLICY AND THE 

UPDATED EMPLOYEE DRIVERS WITH COMMERCIAL DRIVERS LICENSES POLICY AND 

PROCEDURES.  Mrs. Rosser seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and the motion was 

approved unanimously (5-0). 

The Board returned to some remaining topics from tonight’s Study Session agenda. 

Monthly department reports 

 Golf: To Boardmembers’ questions, Mr. Ramsey reported the next golf demonstration day probably won’t 

be as big an event as the one held a couple weeks ago. An outside vendor is funding the event, and he 

doesn’t anticipate the publicity will be as strong. 

Mrs. Eller reported that the South Suburban Golf Course parking lot ran out of spaces on Tuesday. Mr. Ramsey 

agreed, the weather has been very cooperative!, the last few days. 

Mr. Ostermiller noted the new sculpture on the South Suburban Golf Course, on Wednesday. He’s heard 

interesting comments. To his question, staff affirmed that this piece was acquired by the District and is on 

permanent display. The art piece for Lone Tree Golf Course will be installed on June 6; the foundation will be 

poured on Thursday. The Little’s Creek sculpture has been installed. 

Mr. Anderson noted the good report on junior golf and junior programs at the courses. Mr. Ramsey explained 

that junior golf has been a promotion mainly by the Colorado Golf Association and not so much by the PGA. 

The District is seeing growth at our facilities; the junior program was initiated just two years ago at the South 

Suburban and Lone Tree courses. General play, however, has impacted signups for the junior camps. The junior 

play on weekend evenings is busy. 

Mr. LaBrash complimented Todd Marley, Pro, who is doing a wonderful job at South Suburban Golf Course.  

To Mr. Anderson’s question, Mr. Ramsey reported that the relationship with Jake’s Academy at the Lone Tree 

Clubhouse really hasn’t increased the number of children playing golf. The Academy focuses on experienced 

players, and the District is looking for new players. 
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Mrs. Eller noted recent staff discussion about converting (eliminating) the pond at Littleton Golf Course and 

asked for an update. Mr. Ramsey reported there is nothing new. District senior management discussed 

eliminating the pond several months ago, for aesthetic reasons. Planning staff reported recently that the pond 

serves a storm drain from Federal Boulevard. A final decision on the conversion will be made. He agreed that 

the pond looks bad; the liner has deteriorated and isn’t holding water. 

 Planning and Development: Mrs. Eller asked Brett Collins if he’s pleased with the work of the energy 

performance contract consultation. Brett reported he plans to bring a scope of work to the Board in June. 

Investigations are ongoing, but it’s looking encouraging. 

 Parks & Open Space: Mr. Anderson asked about metropolitan-area meetings regarding maintenance 

equipment and vehicles fueled by alternate energy sources. Mr. Bunt reported there was another meeting 

today; the ongoing issue is an infrastructure to provide fuel, and that’s what the $30 million Federal 

Highway Administration grant is supposed to fund. They’re looking to see how people would like to build 

the program, where to put the fuel facilities, and so on. The conversion effort hasn’t moved south of Weld 

County yet. They are looking at demonstration vehicles and equipment. The District will watch for 

opportunities to take advantage of these new developments. Hopefully the Federal grant also will provide 

some funds for vehicles and equipment. If the District were to undertake building a filling station on our 

own, the minimum cost would be $0.5 million, and then there are the costs of converting vehicles and 

equipment; therefore, the goal is to find area partners.  

Mr. LaBrash noted the good news that the Emerald Ash Borer pest is not spreading. Greg Howe, Forestry & 

Horticulture Supervisor reported the local cities which have conducted sampling haven’t detected anything. The 

City of Denver hasn’t begun its public relations program directed to residents.  

 Administration and Human Resources: Mrs. Eller asked for a list of employees participating in the 2014 

Step-Up Academy. Mrs. Heyn reported the 2014 students plan to provide a mid-year presentation to the 

Board, probably in July.  

 Hospitality: Members noted that the new Lone Tree venue had its first wedding event last weekend, 

including a fireworks display. Per City regulations and through the City, staff let neighboring homeowner 

associations know about the fireworks; and everything went well. The venue is booked pretty much every 

weekend this summer, and now District marketing staff is now working on bookings for May 2015.  

To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Mr. Dikeman reported that there some good relationships have developed over the 

years with local agencies, and it wasn’t difficult obtain permission for the fireworks display. The request was put 

before the South Metro Fire District, and then they approached the City.  

 Recreation & Community Services: Members noted several positive comments from recent event attendees. 

Mr. LaBrash offered his congratulations to Clay Shuck as a new Certified Park and Recreation Professional. 

Ms. Gould also noted the neighbors’ enthusiasm for the slide-covering projects at the Franklin and Harlow 

pools. 

To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Ms. Gould explained the first Wednesday concerts at Prairie Sky Park are now being 

held on late Friday afternoons for Summer 2014. 

 IT: To Mr. LaBrash’s question, Mr. MacLennan explained that he hadn’t evaluated a lot of portable point-

of-sale transactions systems for District off-site events (runs, golf sales, etc.). He found one system which 

he determined would function according to District needs and purchased it. To Mrs. Eller’s questions, he 

reported they haven’t had any problems with this new technology. 

Mr. Anderson has concluded there is some shortage of IT staff, from conversations tonight. He wondered if it’s 

time to look at putting a contract in place for some outside services. Mr. MacLennan reported his department has 

been under-staffed for six months. There was one internal move recently, and now they are looking at candidates 
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to fill the remaining position. They hope to fill it quickly; if they aren’t able to, then they would return to the 

Board with some options. To Mr. LaBrash’s questions, Mr. MacLennan explained the backlog mainly is in 

software development projects. The problem with hiring a third-party developer is that so much of the system is 

integrated, and once a contractor gets up to speed, the projects would be further behind.  

 Finance: Mr. Ostermiller asked for an update on the workaround for the outdated accounting software 

reporting package. Mr. Shipley reported they are working with a Great Plains consultant, who has 

background knowledge of the District’s functions, to look at conversions (rather than re-creating the reports 

in a different software). Members discussed potential issues with conversions. Mr. Shipley reported that 

staff has looked at three recommendations and is favoring one. To Mr. Ostermiller’s question about the 

wide range of reports provided to staff, Mr. Shipley explained, with the variety of programs that the District 

supports, that the Finance Department encourages staff to ask for what they need, and tries to provide those 

reports. The goal is to let people get the reports they need, rather than trying to standardize their operations 

to a few provided reports. Mr. Ostermiller asked for updates on staff’s progress with this changeover. 

Mr. Ostermiller noted a report on the local news, about another organization’s employee using credit card points 

to pay for their personal trips. Mr. Shipley assured the Board that District staff can’t accumulate personal points 

on the District’s card system. The District receives a single rebate, paid directly to the District. Further, staff is 

finding more ways to using the purchasing cards and accumulate total rebate.  

 Communications: Mr. Ostermiller asked if the City of Littleton is taking part in the 2014 trail etiquette 

event. Ms. Cope affirmed that the City is, and the event is on July 12, by Hudson Gardens. Boardmembers 

are welcome to come and help. 

To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Ms. Cope reported that a smaller group of directors are meeting with Burns 

Marketing on the branding consulting project. They will be providing feedback about a potential slogan, some 

changes to the website, and some message points. Suggestions made by the Gold Medal citizens didn’t provide 

ideas for the slogans, but they were in support of using a consultant from outside the District with a fresh take on 

the marketing/branding effort. To Mr. LaBrash’s question, Ms. Cope reported that work with Burns Marketing 

staff has been more engaged since the first meeting. 

Board of Directors items 

 There will be another Lone Tree Subcommittee meeting on June 4. Mrs. Rosser asked staff to provide 

updates on the new wedding venue and Friday-night patio concerts, and their plans for the rest of the year, 

including capital budgets planning and opportunities to co-fund projects. Mr. Anderson added, information 

about the Gold Medal report. Mrs. Rosser reported on compliments Jay Dikeman received from Mayor 

Gunning during the Lone Tree State of the City event this month.  

 Mr. Ostermiller reported on a meeting with Littleton Councilmember Debbie Brinkman. She has a proposal 

from DHM Design for a concept plan development, for an area between the Riverside shopping center 

development by Belleview Avenue and the Platte River. She took the idea to the Littleton City Council, 

who approved up to $137K for its development, and she will present the idea to the South Platte Working 

Group next. The estimated implementation cost is $750K-$1M. The current concept plan includes 

redesigning the trail and creating better trail access to the shopping center, creating roundabout connections 

with Mary Carter Greenway, landscaping, re-working the fountain, and adding rest areas. Ms. Brinkman 

isn’t anticipating a capital contribution from the District but is assuming that the District would maintain the 

site in the future. She is anticipating capital contributions from shopping center management, the Pedal 

bicycle shop, and the South Platte Working Group II. The Littleton City Council website has provided some 

conceptual drawing plans for public review.  

Mr. Lorenz stated the project is pretty consistent with the Working Group’s charrette, but this would be a very 

specific comprehensive plan. The District has not been invited to be involved with the initial design; and this is 
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the District’s trail, and the District is being asked to maintain it in the future. Mr. Lorenz is trying to set up a 

meeting. If the South Platte Working Group II approves the idea, then it is anticipated that 50% of the funding 

would come from Arapahoe County Open Space. South Suburban staff has concerns about the density of the 

design and potential maintenance costs. Mr. Lorenz anticipates a lengthy approval process for the design, 

including reviews by the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Urban Drainage and Flood Control District. 

Ms. Brinkman also wants to bring in DHM Design to propose design changes to Reynolds Landing Park. To Mr. 

Ostermiller’s question, Mr. Lorenz reported, plans for the River associated with this redesign have not been 

submitted to the Corps of Engineers; the plan hasn’t gone further than a sketch plan. He noted that Ms. 

Brinkman’s interest in redeveloping the park is related to the Breckenridge Brewery campus development. There 

has been some discussion at the City level, that soil in Reynolds Landing Park is contaminated, and that is not 

the case; there was a small area that was cleaned up years ago when the District was acquiring the property. He 

agreed that development of Reynolds Landing would be a good idea. This redevelopment project also might be 

eligible for Arapahoe County Open Space funding.  

 To Mr. Anderson’s question, Mr. Ostermiller explained that the City issued a personal services contract to 

DHM Design, and the services were not bid out. Mr. Lorenz added, the District also knows DHM, and they 

have worked for us and have done a very good job. Mr. Lorenz is concerned about the lack of 

communication between the District and City Council, however.  

 Mrs. Rosser asked staff to update the Board about the upcoming Arapahoe County Open Space grant award 

ceremony. Members also asked administrative staff to check on advance hotel arrangements for the Special 

District Association and National Recreation and Parks Association annual conference events, this 

September and October. 

Announcements and emergency items 
Mr. Ostermiller announced the special study session (retreat) on June 11, start time 8 am, at the Lone Tree Golf 

Course Clubhouse, 9808 Sunningdale Boulevard to review the 2014 Gold Medal Citizens Committee report. 

Members talked about vacation plans and agenda items for the June sessions. There will be a regular meeting and 

study session on June 25, with members Eller, Anderson, and LaBrash in attendance. (Note: Since this session, the 

June 25 meeting and study session were cancelled. /ds) 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the group adjourned for the evening at 8:56 pm.  

 

Donna Shephard 

Executive Assistant 

/ds 
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