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Call to order 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of South Suburban Park and Recreation District was called to order 

at 5:35 pm on Wednesday, March 26, 2014 at the Goodson Recreation Center, 6315 South University 

Boulevard, Centennial, Colorado. Chair John Ostermiller presided.  

(Note to the minutes file: A special notice was posted, announcing that there would be a continuation of the 

public meeting at 7 pm tonight. /ds) 

Present: John K. Ostermiller 

Susan M. Rosser 

Pamela M. Eller 

Michael T. Anderson 

Scott A. LaBrash 
  

Legal Counsel: James P. Collins, Esq. 
  

Management Staff: David Lorenz, Executive Director 

Deanna Heyn, Deputy Executive Director 

Brett Collins, Director of Planning & Development 

Jay Dikeman, Director of Hospitality Services 

Greg Howe, Forestry/Horticulture Supervisor 

Mike MacLennan, Director of IT  

Rich Meredith, Executive Director, Hudson Gardens 

Bill Ramsey, Director of Golf 

Steve Shipley, Director of Finance 

Clay Shuck, Deputy Recreation Manager 

Study Session 
After the call to order, Mr. Ostermiller convened the Study Session, and the group discussed the items on the 

posted agenda. In addition and at the Board’s request, Mr. Howe reviewed the status of the Emerald Ash Borer 

infestation nationally and what the probable steps the District could take when an outbreak reached the District 

area. (Based on preliminary testing in spring 2014, none has been found in the southern metropolitan area.) 

The Board paused at 7:01 pm and returned to the public meeting at 7:17 pm. 

Citizen Comments 
No public came forward to speak tonight. 

NEW BUSINESS 

May 6, 2014 Regular Election, supplemental election resolution 
Legal Counsel Jim Collins introduced the supplemental resolution for Board review and recommended 

approval. On January 8, the Board of Directors passed a resolution to hold the May 6 election; and on February 

18, the State Legislature adopted a new election law applicable to special district elections. While Mr. Collins 

believes the January 8 resolution is adequate and the District’s Designated Election Official has been and will 

follow the current law, there’s some controversy across the State as to what “the right law” is. He had concluded 

it would be best to clarify that the District will follow the new law with this supplemental resolution. He 

believed the controversy has been satisfied for South Suburban, with the DEO’s actions to date and by adoption 
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of the supplemental resolution tonight; and adoption of the supplemental resolution is the cleanest possible 

record the District can have. 

Mr. Anderson asked if the District is complying with the new law without exception. Mr. Collins replied, to the 

best of our knowledge. Therefore adoption of this supplemental resolution is preventative. 

MRS. ELLER MOVED TO APPROVE THE AMENDED RESOLUTION FOR THE 2014 REGULAR 

SPECIAL DISTRICT ELECTION. Mr. Anderson seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, 

and the motion was approved unanimously (5-0). (A copy of the resolution is attached hereto and made part 

of the permanent record.) 

Board of Directors items 
Mr. Anderson reported an absentee ballot application was mailed to his home from the City of Lone Tree, which 

also is holding an election on May 6, 2014. The City is mailing is the application to all its voters. Two City 

Councilmember incumbents are running for reelection, and the City is posing a ballot question having to do 

with a change to the City Charter. To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Mr. Anderson will verify if the City is going to 

maintain a permanent absentee ballot list and voters can choose the option on the application form.  

Mr. LaBrash met with Heritage Hockey representatives, who are considering moving club ice time from the Ice 

Ranch to South Suburban Ice Arena. He believes the Heritage Hockey booster club could be a project partner 

for the District. Heritage Hockey is putting an emphasis on creating high-school age hockey teams, and he 

would like to see them come to South Suburban. Mr. LaBrash thanked District staff for working with the group, 

and he has asked Heritage Hockey to work through the usual channels (with staff) to contract ice time. 

Mrs. Rosser thanked Mr. Dikeman for working on a recent Meals on Wheels fundraiser and his support of the event.  

Mrs. Rosser has been meeting with members of the Centennial City Council, four Councilmembers to date. She 

thinks the meetings have been beneficial. The goal is to establish better communication with the City 

leadership; she noted that the City residents make up about half of the District’s population as well. She talked 

about meeting with Vorry Moon and Keith Gardner next, and Mr. Lorenz suggested there is an established 

relationship with these two Councilmembers.  

She also attended the Centennial Airport meeting on Monday. Afterwards, she talked to a Cherry Hills Village 

City Councilmember, who reported the City is seeing a lot of subdivision activity by heirs of former property 

owners, and the land is being subdivided and developed intensively; there isn’t much opportunity for the City to 

buy open space properties because of the cost of land.  

Cherry Hills Village is conducting a pilot project to water sections of the High Line Canal tree canopy, and the 

City may have water rights already for one section.  

Mr. Ostermiller referred the group to Mr. Meredith’s report about a recent Hudson Gardens Board meeting, 

provided during Study Session tonight. 

Members talked about an upcoming City of Lone Tree social function on April 1. Two Boardmembers plan to 

attend.  

Mrs. Rosser announced that Centennial employee Laura Hoeppner is resigning. She will be missed; she was a 

valuable liaison between the City and special districts. 
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Announcements and emergency items 
A quorum of the Boardmembers may attend several events in April: 

 April 1 and 29, 7 pm: meetings of the Gold Medal Citizens Committee membership, Goodson Recreation 

Center.  

 April 17, 11:30 am: Centennial State of the City Luncheon. at Embassy Suites Hotel, Denver Tech Center, 

10250 E. Costilla Avenue. 

Executive Session 

At 8:33 pm, MRS. ELLER MOVED TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO, OR, AS 

AUTHORIZED BY, C.R.S. SECTION 24-6-402(4), #  

(B) FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONFERENCES WITH DISTRICT LEGAL COUNSEL, TO 

RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE ON SPECIFIC LEGAL QUESTIONS, 

(E) FOR THE PURPOSES OF DETERMINING POSITIONS RELATIVE TO MATTERS 

THAT MAY BE SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATIONS, DEVELOPING STRATEGY FOR 

NEGOTIATIONS, AND INSTRUCTING NEGOTIATORS, 

AND SPECIFICALLY, TO RECEIVE REPORTS ON THE STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS 

REGARDING THE PROPOSED CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY, 

PROPOSED FOR THE CURRENT HIGHLINE COMMUNITY CHURCH PROPERTY ADJACENT 

GOODSON RECREATION CENTER AND DEKOEVEND PARK. Mr. LaBrash seconded the motion, 

which was approved unanimously (5-0). 

The Board paused continued into Executive Session immediately. At 8:19 pm, MRS. ROSSER MOVED TO 

RETURN TO PUBLIC MEETING. Mr. Anderson seconded the motion, which was approved 

unanimously (5-0). 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the group adjourned for the evening at 8:19 pm.  

 

Donna Shephard 

Executive Assistant 

/ds 
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SOUTH SUBURBAN PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT 
 

AMENDED ELECTION RESOLUTION FOR THE 
2014 REGULAR SPECIAL DISTRICT ELECTION 

WHEREAS, the South Suburban Park and Recreation District (“District”) is a 
quasi-municipal corporation and political subdivision of the State of Colorado and a duly 
organized and existing special district pursuant to Title 32, Colorado Revised Statutes; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the District adopted a Resolution Calling 
for the 2014 Regular District Election (“Election Resolution”) for the May 6, 2014 
regular special district election (“Election”) at a regular meeting conducted on January 8, 
2014, for the conduct of the polling place Election under the election laws in effect at that 
time; and 

WHEREAS, on February 18, 2014, the Governor signed into law House Bill 14-
1164, which was effective immediately upon signing, and which created the new 
Colorado Local Government Election Code (“new Election Code”); and 

WHEREAS, the new Election Code applies to all nonpartisan elections not 
coordinated by the County Clerk and Recorder that are conducted by a local government, 
thus, the Election must be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the new 
Election Code; and 

WHEREAS, the new Election Code allows for any local government to provide 
by resolution that it will utilize all or part of the requirements and procedures of the 
Uniform Election Code of 1992, which was in effect at the time of the adoption of the 
Election Resolution, in lieu of the new Election Code; and absent such resolution, the 
new Election Code shall apply to the conduct of the local government election; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the District determines that the new 
Election Code shall apply as appropriate to the conduct of the District’s polling place 
Election. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Directors of the South 
Suburban Park and Recreation District in the Counties of Arapahoe, Douglas and 
Jefferson, State of Colorado that: 

1. The regular election of the eligible electors of the District shall be held on 
May 6, 2014, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. pursuant to and in accordance 
with the appropriate provisions of the Special District Act and the new Election Code. 
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2. As a result of additional changes to the election laws effected in 2013, 
including allowing for same day voter registration, the Election Judges to be appointed by 
the Designated Election Official for the Election shall take all precautions necessary to 
prevent votes being cast in the Election by persons not eligible to vote in the District’s 
Election.  This would include having internet access and telephone service available at 
the polling place locations to be able to confirm the voter eligibility of any person whose 
name does not appear on either the District’s voter registration list or property owners 
list, if such person does not provide written verification of such person’s voter eligibility.  
If such voter eligibility cannot be determined, the Election Judges shall be encouraged to 
challenge the person’s right to vote if such person still desires to vote. 

3. Unless otherwise amended herein, all provisions of the Election Resolution 
not amended are incorporated herein by this reference. 

4. If any part or provision of this Resolution is adjudged to be unenforceable 
or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remaining provisions 
of this Resolution, it being the Board's intention that the various provisions hereof are 
severable. 

5. Any and all actions previously taken by the Designated Election Official, 
the Secretary of the Board of Directors, or any other persons acting on their behalf 
pursuant to the new Election Code or other applicable laws, are hereby ratified and 
confirmed. 

6. All acts, orders, and resolutions, or parts thereof, of the Board which are 
inconsistent or in conflict with this Resolution are hereby repealed to the extent only of 
such inconsistency or conflict. 

7. The provisions of this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

ADOPTED this 26th

SOUTH SUBURBAN PARK AND 
RECREATION DISTRICT 

 day of March, 2014. 

 
 
By ____________________________________  
 John K. Ostermiller, Chairman 

ATTEST: 
 
 
By ______________________________  
 Pamela M. Eller, Secretary 

DonnaS
SIGNED wedge 09nov
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