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Call to order 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of South Suburban Park and Recreation District was called to order 
at 5:36 pm on Wednesday, June 11, 2014 at the Goodson Recreation Center, 6315 South University Boulevard, 
Centennial, Colorado. Chair John Ostermiller presided.  

(Note to the file: The Board held a special study session, starting at 8 am today at the Lone Tree Golf 
Clubhouse, in order to continue a discussion on the Gold Medal Citizens Committee report recommendations, 
proposed capital improvements, and funding alternatives. Special posting had been accomplished, per State 
statute. /ds) 

Present: John K. Ostermiller 
Susan M. Rosser 
Pamela M. Eller 
Michael T. Anderson 
Scott A. LaBrash 

  

Legal Counsel: Evan Ela, Esq. 
  

Management Staff: David Lorenz, Executive Director 
Dave Brueggeman, Supervisor of Park Maintenance  

& Athletic Fields 
Brett Collins, Director of Planning & Development 
Teresa Cope, Director of Communications 
Jay Dikeman, Director of Hospitality Services 
JoAnn Gould, Director of Recreation & Community Services 
Mike MacLennan, Director of IT  
Rich Meredith, Executive Director, Hudson Gardens 
Bill Ramsey, Director of Golf 
Clay Shuck, Deputy Recreation Manager 
Steve Shipley, Director of Finance 
Russell West, HR Generalist 

 

Study Session 
After the call to order, Mr. Ostermiller convened the Study Session, and the group discussed the items on the 
posted agenda. In addition, they received a presentation from Hudson Gardens Executive Director Rich 
Meredith about the Gardens master plan development. (Please see the public meeting minutes, below, for the 
formal approval of the plan.) 

The Board paused at 6:46 pm and returned to the public meeting at 7:01 pm. 

Colin from Boy Scouts Troop 754 led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Legal Counsel’s report 
Mr. Ostermiller reported that staff had requested an Executive Session tonight, to receive legal advice on the 
Cherry Hills assisted living facility negotiations. Mr. Ela’s report was deferred until Executive Session. 

Minutes approval, May 2014 
With no objections, the minutes of Meeting no. 815, May 14, 2014 stood approved as presented. 
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Referring to the draft May 28 minutes (page 8), Mrs. Rosser reported she had not seconded the motion to give 
direction to staff regarding the Cherry Hills assisted living facility referral letter. Mrs. Eller reported, on review, 
she believed she had. Mrs. Rosser also asked about the spelling of Debora Jones’ name (page 6); and Shephard 
will check the record and update it if needed. Therefore, with no objections, the minutes of meeting no. 816, 
May 28, 2014 stood approved as revised. 

Citizens’ comments 
Bob Correll, 7633 East Phillips Circle, Centennial spoke. He thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak 
and for Melissa Reese-Thacker, Senior Park Planner’s response to his materials request. His single-family 
residence is about three blocks from a section of the Willow Creek Trail, which the District plans to improve 
from a crusher-fines type of surface to concrete trailway. The proposed project, in the vicinity of County Line 
Road, would pave the 8-foot wide trail about 1.5 miles. He is a frequent user of the trail. As a resident of the 
neighborhood, he requested that the project be stopped before construction begins, citing issues regarding the 
project notification, to the neighborhood generally and to him.  

He referred to his letter to the Board dated May 30, 2014, included in tonight’s packet. He stated that the Board 
really didn’t receive adequate feedback from the residents about the proposed change. He didn’t know about the 
proposed change until the recent announcement in the homeowners association newsletter. He understood the 
main announcement to the neighborhood and users was via a sign installed in late 2012 through early 2013, and 
a neighborhood meeting in January 2013. Of those who attended the District’s neighborhood meeting, only 
seven were clearly in support of the trail improvement and four were against. 

The change will have an aesthetic impact on the area and community. There are already miles of concrete 
trailway for the public to use. He believes this stretch is popular because it is more natural. He asked the Board 
not to proceed with the project. 

Mr. Lorenz stated that staff still supports the trail improvement project. Public opinion was solicited as part of 
the District’s process, though there’s always difficulty in getting the public out to meetings. Staff received grant 
funding and started the design process; they’re ready to go with the construction. He believes the improved 
trailway will be a benefit to users and not a negative for the neighborhood. He has heard many times that a trail 
improvement will negatively impact neighbors before it’s done, and then the District is thanked for its work 
later. 

Members discussed the neighborhood meeting, which Mrs. Eller, Mrs. Rosser, and several staffmembers 
attended. There were more than eleven members of the public present. Mr. Correll added, he reviewed the 
emails and concluded only seven of the public in attendance were in favor of and four were against the project. 
Mrs. Reese-Thacker added, listening to the conversation among the people in attendance that night, some 
definitely supported it and others not. It was noted that the meeting actually addressed several proposed projects 
in the vicinity, of which the trail project was only one. 

Responding to some previous discussion, Mr. Correll agreed that at certain times of the year, this stretch of trail 
is softer and it can get muddy. He reported, however, that paved surfaces also have problems; he reported 
observing a silt wash into a paved trail underpass during a major rainstorm on County Line Road.  

Mrs. Reese-Thacker reported that the District had followed its procedures for neighborhood notification. She 
wasn’t aware how Willow 3 subdivision homeowners association disseminated the information provided by the 
District.  

Mr. Correll stated he wasn’t aware that the Willow 2 subdivision had a blast email system (and used it, to 
forward the District’s meeting announcement); but the Willow 3 subdivision does not, and is limited pretty 
much to a monthly newsletter. The newsletter editor received information 20 days past its deadline to place the 
information in the January newsletter, in advance of the neighborhood meeting. The HOA president was 
informed of the upcoming neighborhood meeting on the afternoon before their regular monthly meeting by 
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email, and that wasn’t enough time to ensure that the announcement was disseminated to the membership. 
Further, HOA meetings are sparsely attended.  

Mr. Ostermiller reported this has been a long process, including planning, obtaining grant funds from the 
Arapahoe County Open Space, production of construction drawings, and now the construction schedule for this 
fall. The Board has made the decision to proceed with this project. 

Mr. Correll stated this section of the Willow Creek Trail is unique because it comes within 25 feet of some 
homeowners’ front doors. The improved trail would be used more than in the past, and there will be more 
maintenance trucks on it—the District is installing a highway by their homes. 

Mrs. Rosser stated she lives in Willow 2 and she sympathized with Mr. Correll’s concerns. From walking the 
stretch of trail recently, her concerns were about the number of 6- to 12-year-old children using it for recreation 
and the Creek nearby, and the potential increase of high-speed traffic. She also had concerns about the homes 
close to the trail.  

Consent Agenda items 
Mr. Ostermiller explained that Consent Agenda items are provided for study in the Board’s study packets and 
introduced in Study Session for the Board’s review. They can be adopted by a single motion. All resolutions 
and proposed actions must be read by title prior to a vote on the motion. Any consent agenda item may be 
removed at the request of a Director and either tabled or heard separately. 
A. APPROVE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE FOR MAY 2014 IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,019,307. 

MR. ANDERSON MOVED TO ACCEPT ITEM A. Mrs. Eller seconded the motion. There was no further 
discussion. Consent agenda items were approved unanimously (5-0).  

NEW BUSINESS 

Hudson Gardens master plan approval 
Following on discussion during Study Sessions, Mr. Ostermiller requested a formal motion. 

MRS. ELLER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MASTER PLAN FOR HUDSON GARDENS. Mrs. Rosser 
and Mr. LaBrash seconded the motion. 

Mrs. Eller reported she attended the early stakeholder meetings and gave comments. The Gardens Board and 
Mr. Meredith and his staff were to be commended for their perseverance through the process. The final product 
is valuable. Members agreed. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0). 

Hudson Gardens Foundation Board, approve appointment of  
Courtney R. Loehfelm 
Mr. Lorenz explained that the Gardens Board wanted to expand its makeup, to include some more diversity and 
younger members. Ms. Loehfelm was approved by the Gardens Board, and she has agreed to serve. He referred 
the Board to her resume’, included in tonight’s packet. By contractual agreement with the Hudson Gardens 
Foundation, the District Board of Directors must approve any appointment to the Gardens Board. 

MRS. ELLER MOVED TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF COURTNEY LOEHFELM TO THE 
HUDSON GARDENS FOUNDATION BOARD. Mrs. Rosser seconded the motion. There was no further 
discussion, and the motion was approved unanimously (5-0). 

Mr. Ostermiller added, Ms. Loehfelm brings her experience as the Executive Director of the Arapahoe 
Community College Foundation. She has experience in and a developed network for grant fundraising. 
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Walnut Hills Elementary School tennis courts replacement project. Award of 
contract 
Melissa Reese-Thacker, Senior Park Planner asked the Board to approve a construction contract to renovate the 
courts. The original courts were built in 1972 and have out-lived their useful life; there are significant cracks, 
and one side is beginning to settle.  

Staff proposed to build the new courts on top of the old asphalt courts. 

Staff contacted LER (a/k/a Renner Sports Surfaces) and requested a bid for the renovation. LER’s bid was 
prepared with General Services Administration (GSA) pricing, similar to the District’s projects with LER to 
renovate the Rusty Sun and Otero tennis courts during the last few years. LER is very busy at this time of year, 
and so at this time cannot promise to finish the Walnut Hills project before the school year begins.  

LER has committed to performing all the major work before August 18 (requiring heavy equipment) and to 
complete the remaining asphalt coloring and windscreens as soon as possible. LER has promised that the 
District will have a priority for completion, based on our long-time work relationship. 

The proposed price is within budget. In addition, there have been some costs for survey, materials testing, 
advertising and a contingency. The total estimated project cost is $166,764, in excess of budget by about $17K. 
The renovation project is being funded jointly by the City of Centennial and the District. The City will allow the 
District to spend some unused funds from another project to pay for half of the overage; and staff requested the 
Board allow the District to do the same. 

Pending some scheduling negotiations, a final contract was not available tonight for Board review and approval. 
Mrs. Reese-Thacker requested that the Board allow the Executive Director to sign the final contract. 

Mrs. Rosser asked if all the work should be complete by the end of September. Mrs. Reese-Thacker stated, it 
should be. MRS. ROSSER MOVED TO APPROVE A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT UTILIZING 
GENERAL SERVICE ADMINISTRATION PRICING WITH LER, INC., DBA/RENNER SPORTS 
SURFACES, IN THE AMOUNT OF $136,926 FOR THE WALNUT HILLS ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL/PARK TENNIS COURT RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT; ALLOCATE AN ADDITIONAL 
$16,764 FROM THE ARAPAHO PARK IRRIGATION RENOVATION PROJECT; APPROVE A 
TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET NOT TO EXCEED $166,764, INCLUDING RELATED PROJECT 
EXPENSES AND A 15% CONTINGENCY; AND AUTHORIZE DAVID A. LORENZ, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, TO EXECUTE THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT UPON COMPLETED 
NEGOTIATIONS OF A CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE.  

Mr. LaBrash seconded the motion. There were no further discussions or questions, and the motion was 
approved unanimously (5-0). 

To Mr. Lorenz’ question, Mrs. Reese-Thacker affirmed that the courts also would be lined for one pickleball 
court. Players will be bringing their own nets.  

Board of Directors items 
 Mr. Ostermiller noted again that he and Mrs. Rosser would be unable to attend the June 25 sessions, and he 

asked what agenda items there are for the 25th. Mr. Lorenz reported there are none at this time. He asked if 
the Board would allow staff to wait a few days, and see if something comes up, that needs attention on June 
25. If there is nothing, staff will inform the Board and post the cancellation. Boardmembers agreed. (Note: 
Since this meeting, the June 25 sessions have been cancelled, with appropriate posting per State statute. /ds) 

 Mrs. Rosser reported on the most recent Lone Tree Subcommittee meeting. Discussion included the Kaiser 
grant, Willow Creek, the Lone Tree wedding venue, the Lone Tree Clubhouse Friday night concerts on the 
patio, and the upcoming special dinners at the Clubhouse. Referring to the fireworks display approved for 
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one wedding party, she reported that some Lone Tree neighbors were surprised by the fireworks; they didn’t 
receive adequate advance notification; but there were no negative issues. 

Those in attendance at the Subcommittee meeting received a copy of the District’s Gold Medal report, prepared 
by District citizens. 

City Manager Seth Hoffman presented three projects for City and District co-funding and development, 
including building a pedestrian trail bridge over Lincoln Avenue; upgrading the open space area in the Park 
Meadows Entertainment District; and assuming landscape maintenance for the new Lone Tree library. 

Mr. Anderson stated, the most important part of the Subcommittee meeting was the City Manager’s 
presentation and the opportunities City representatives defined for a partnership with South Suburban as they 
move forward. It will be important to look for opportunities to carry on the dialogue, to put some meat on the 
bones, and find out what they want us to do. The City and District haven’t had a cost-share project in about two 
years. The Council has reflected on that and has identified some things the District and City can do jointly.  

Mrs. Rosser noted that the District has been working on the Fairways landscaping project. Probably the City 
will be forming an improvement district within the Park Meadows Entertainment District; their vision for the 
area is interesting. 

Announcements and emergency items 
There were none this evening. 

Executive Session 
At 7:36 pm, Mr. Ostermiller referred to staff’s request for an Executive Session again, to receive legal advice 
having to do with the site plan and zoning request for the proposed Cherry Hills assisted living facility adjacent 
Goodson Recreation Center (and deKoevend Park) and the related parking agreements. 

MRS. ELLER MOVED TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO, OR, AS 
AUTHORIZED BY C.R.S. SECTION 24-6-402(4), #  

(A) CONCERNING THE PURCHASE, ACQUISITION, LEASE, TRANSFER, OR SALE OF 
ANY REAL, PERSONAL, OR OTHER PROPERTY INTEREST, 

(B) FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONFERENCES WITH DISTRICT LEGAL COUNSEL, TO 
RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE ON SPECIFIC LEGAL QUESTIONS, 

(E) FOR THE PURPOSES OF DETERMINING POSITIONS RELATIVE TO MATTERS 
THAT MAY BE SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATIONS, DEVELOPING STRATEGY FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS, AND INSTRUCTING NEGOTIATORS. 

 

Mr. Anderson seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously (5-0). The Board of Directors 
immediately continued into Executive Session at 7:39 pm and returned to the public meeting at 7:51 pm. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the group adjourned for the evening at 7:51 pm.  

 

 

Donna Shephard 
Executive Assistant 
/ds 
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