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Call to order 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of South Suburban Park and Recreation District was called to order 
at 5:42 pm, Wednesday, January 22, 2014, at the Goodson Recreation Center, 6315 South University 
Boulevard, Centennial, Colorado. Chair John Ostermiller presided.  

(Note to the file: Special posting was accomplished to continue the regular public meeting at 7 pm. /ds) 

Present: John K. Ostermiller 
Susan M. Rosser 
Pamela M. Eller 
Scott A. LaBrash 
Michael T. Anderson—(absent, excused) 

Management staff: David Lorenz, Executive Director 
Deanna Heyn, Deputy Executive Director 
Brett Collins, Director of Planning & Development 
Teresa Cope, Director of Communications 
Jay Dikeman, Director of Hospitality Services 
Mike MacLennan, Director of IT  
Jim Priddy, Director of Parks & Open Space 
Bill Ramsey, Director of Golf 
Clay Shuck, Deputy Recreation Manager 
Steve Shipley, Director of Finance 

Study Session 
After the call to order, Mr. Ostermiller convened the Study Session, and the group began discussion on tonight’s 
agenda items. Mr. Lorenz asked for time to present this evening regarding the Ridgeview Park pond. (See 
public meeting below.) 

The Board paused a few minutes at 6:10 pm and moved to the formal meeting room for the 2013 Step-Up 
Academy presentation, continuing at 6:16 pm. They returned to the public meeting at 7:14 pm. 

Citizens’ comments 
No public were present to speak tonight. 

NEW BUSINESS 
There were no public hearing agenda items tonight. 

Jamison property, 101 West Jamison Avenue, Littleton: revised and extended 
agreement with Stonebridge Homes 
Mr. Lorenz explained the history of the property sale, and the developers’ efforts to get needed approvals from 
the City of Littleton and other entities, including a zoning change and planning approvals, and securing an 
easement for additional water service to convert the site from a shop to a residential development. Particular to 
the water service, there are two options for delivery. A negotiation with a local homeowners association is one 
issue. The costs associated with both options, are issues. Stonebridge Homes approached the District about 
revising the sales agreement.  
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Mr. Lorenz presented a proposed amendment for the Board’s approval tonight, which has been reviewed by 
District legal counsel. Should the development go forward, the District would receive an additional $50K; but, 
should Stonebridge Homes decide to withdraw from the purchase before the platting and zoning is completed, 
then Stonebridge would not pay the District any more funds, as before. Mr. Lorenz encouraged the Board to 
give approval to the addendum, expressing confidence in Stonebridge Homes’ reputation and their honesty with 
the District to date. 

With the recovering economy and local real estate market, Mr. Lorenz expressed confidence that the property 
would be marketable and possibly at a higher selling price. The agreement does allow the developers a little 
more time to accomplish what needs to be done before the final sale.  

Mr. Ostermiller expressed some concern that water is an issue; water had to be delivered to the site for the 
previous use as a shop. He asked for more information. He wondered if Stonebridge would be diligent in 
pursuing the rezoning. He agreed that the real estate market is probably with us, and if Stonebridge is not 
successful, the District could terminate the agreement and move on successfully. He wants to be apprised of a 
diligent effort by Stonebridge as the relationship continues, so that if their efforts don’t go forward, the Board 
can pull the trigger. Mr. Lorenz added, if the property is put back on the market, he would want to engage a 
realtor.  

Members talked about the deadlines specified in the addendum. Stonebridge Homes has a significant deadline on April 
15, 2014. Mrs. Eller concluded, should they not meet the April 15 deadline, that would be the time to terminate the 
agreement and put the property back on the market.  

To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Mr. Lorenz reported the current plan for the Jamison property is to build single-
family patio homes. To Mr. LaBrash’s question, he reported that Stonebridge Homes representatives had 
proposed the addendum with the additional $50K and deadline dates; and that Stonebridge Homes would 
completely pay the District within two years of the first payment. To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Mr. Lorenz 
reported on some potential additional interest on the property, noting, the callers were talking about uses that 
the neighborhood by the Jamison property would not agree to. 

Mr. LaBrash concluded the value of the property will only go up, and he expressed comfort with the proposed 
revision. 

MRS. ROSSER MOVED TO APPROVE THE SECOND ADDENDUM TO CONTRACT TO BUY AND 
SELL REAL ESTATE WITH STONEBRIDGE HOMES, INC. TO SELL THE JAMISON PROPERTY, 
101 WEST JAMISON AVENUE, LITTLETON, AND TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
TO SIGN THE AMENDMENT. Mr. LaBrash seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously (4-0). 
Mr. LaBrash also asked District staff to check out the water easements to supply the property. 

Ridgeview Park pond 
Mr. Lorenz and Mr. Ostermiller reviewed the history of the pond, which is located on Prince Avenue. A dam 
was constructed in the 1970s to convert a wetlands into the pond. Mr. Ostermiller estimates now there are 
approximately five houses immediately adjacent to the pond and that another four overlook the pond. There’s 
an adjacent wetlands area  
(a/k/a the ditch), which filters the water flowing into Ridgeview pond from ponds above (See discussion below), 
and there are fish in the pond. During the recent multi-drought, the water level has gone down, largely due to 
the fact that the High Line Canal isn’t running.  

Ridgeview Park pond has no direct water rights. Owners of three ponds above have water rights from the High 
Line Canal; and overflow from these ponds and from the Watsons’ pond have been the sources of water in the 
past. None of the ponds are overflowing into Ridgeview pond at this time, and staff estimates that Ridgeview 
pond’s water level has dropped about 5 feet. Mr. Lorenz reported on some recent discussions with Denver 
Water, regarding the possibility of filling Ridgeview pond with fire hydrant water (treated water), and it would 
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cost $11K (minimum) to top off Ridgeview pond once. It is not known at this time whether or not the City of 
Littleton would pay any part of this cost. 

Mr. Lorenz added, Denver Water anticipates the High Line Canal will flow in Spring or Summer 2014, at which 
point District staff believes that Ridgeview pond would be filled with overflow from the other ponds. He added, 
District staff was told that the State water engineer is now requiring owners to replenish the evaporated water as 
well; if the District doesn’t have an augmentation plan, then the State engineer could require Ridgeview pond to 
be eliminated. 

Mr. Ostermiller noted for the record, he lives in the neighborhood by Ridgeview pond. Mr. Lorenz reported on 
communication between the neighbors recently. The pond is open to public use. Staff was informed that the 
District’s legal counsel’s water attorney, Evan Ela, has been engaged to perform some research on behalf of the 
neighbors as well as for the District, to determine if Ridgeview pond has any attached water rights at this time. 
Mr. Lorenz added, District crews are running an aerator to help keep the fish habitat viable.   

Boardmembers expressed concerns, regarding setting a precedent for buying water to fill all the other lakes and 
ponds in the District in future years, as well as setting a precedent for this particular pond. Several members 
expressed concern, that the City of Littleton had created its own precedent recently by filling Ketring Lake with 
Denver Water hydrant water. While it was acknowledged that the District has some responsibility to keep local 
bodies of water clean and healthy, members felt this responsibility must be balanced against the costs.  

Members talked about the “Hathaway Spring,” which apparently fed the Watsons’ pond in the past, and which 
dried up last year. Mr. Ela will be asked to research the Hathaway Spring water rights as well. To Mrs. Rosser’s 
question, Mr. Lorenz reported that he wouldn’t expect a response from Mr. Ela in the short term. 

Members speculated whether the neighbors could choose to fill Ridgeview pond from their home water service. 
Mr. Lorenz noted that when Ketring Lake was filled, the water had to be filtered to protect the fish, and so 
probably if filled, the water for Ridgeview pond would be filtered through the adjacent wetlands (ditch); that 
may increase the water needed by 30%.  

Members talked about the followup communications to the neighborhood and to the local media which made an 
enquiry. Mr. Lorenz will work with Mr. Priddy and Ms. Cope to draft the communication.  

Other lakes and ponds in the District; Littleton Golf Course pond 
To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Mr. Lorenz explained that the District has no plans at this time to try to top off 
Ketring Lake. The High Line Canal ran briefly in September; its run was cut short by Denver Water due to the 
flooding and attendant damage to local waterways. While the Lake isn’t completely full at this time, it is in 
better shape. Members talked about other ponds that may be impacted by any decision the District might make. 

To Mrs. Rosser’s question, members noted some other water bodies in Centennial potentially affected by the 
drought. Mr. Lorenz reported there’s one new pond being created by SEMSWA, south of Dry Creek Road and east 
of University Boulevard, and behind the fire station.  

Members also discussed the Littleton Golf Course pond, near Federal and Bowles, which is not filled as well. Mr. 
Ramsey reported the pond is intended only to be an aesthetic feature. The pond liner has deteriorated, and it can only 
hold water about to about 6–8 feet below the originally intended water line. Golf staff fills the pond as high as the 
remaining liner will hold it, and the pond collects some groundwater from the River. Staff has discussed converting 
that location to a flower garden or other aesthetic feature. Mr. Ostermiller suggested a xeriscape garden, and Mrs. 
Eller suggested a driving range. Staff is working on plans and costs. Brett Collins and directors discussed some local 
construction projects where they might be able to obtain fill dirt, and how to drain the area permanently, as otherwise 
over time it may become a wetlands again. Mr. Ostermiller concluded, the Board is in support of doing something at 
Littleton Golf Course. It was noted that the conversion project is not funded with a 2014 capital allocation. 
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Monthly department reports 
The group continued with some agenda items held over from Study Session . 

• Hospitality: The group talked about the upcoming local tasting event. Hospitality staff will be providing 
food samples and will have a booth.  

Hospitality, continued: Mr. Dikeman reported the current overnight room occupancy rate is around 45%. He 
anticipates that staff “will set their stride” around Memorial Day.  

To Mrs. Rosser’s question, he reported that the Lone Tree wedding venue construction project is going before 
the City of Lone Tree for a building permit. Staff anticipates construction will start around April 1 and will be 
complete by Memorial Day. 

• Golf: The new golf carts will be delivered to the courses the first week in March. Until they are 
delivered, staff is maintaining the existing fleet. Mr. Ramsey is finalizing sale of about 6-10 old carts, 
with the remainder to be surrendered to the transport for trade-in and credit against the new units, on the 
day that the new units are received. 

The Denver Golf Expo is on February 7–9 this year. The District will be represented again. Mr. Ramsey will 
ask for tickets for Boardmembers. 

• Planning: Brett Collins reported the cost range in memorial boulders and memorial benches. Mr. LaBrash 
asked Brett to keep him apprised of the Madyson Sadye Flink memorial installation (Southbridge Park). 

To Mr. Ostermiller’s question, Brett explained that it isn’t that unusual for no public to show up for a 
community meeting about a proposed capital project. Typically staff would try (again) to make direct contacts 
with local homeowner associations and solicit some input and support for the project. He reported on a 
conversation with one homeowner after a recent meeting, who was in support of the planned enhancements 
for Cornerstone Park and just wanted to know more about the proposed lighting system.  

The ALF Group, LLC is going before the City of Centennial in February, to start a round of approvals to 
construct an assisted living facility on the current Highline Community Church (St. Andrew’s) property, 
immediately adjacent deKoevend Park and Goodson Recreation Center. Brett hasn’t heard the final City 
meeting dates and times yet. 

Staff reported on the status of the Mary Carter Greenway restroom project. Jim Taylor presented the District 
with a $10K contribution to the project recently. To Mr. Ostermiller’s question, staff believes the facility will 
be open next week, and the dedication date can be planned soon. To Mrs. Rosser’s questions, staff assured her 
that the picnic tables immediately by the restroom doors will be used mainly by people escaping the weather 
or taking a brief rest. Mr. Ostermiller asked Ms. Cope to draft a letter of thanks to Mr. Taylor from the Board 
of Directors. 

• Human Resources: Mr. Ostermiller asked about the dollar impact to the District with the most recent 
increase in minimum wage. Ms. Heyn can provide an estimate; she explained the complexity in assessing 
the full impact. Staff is reviewing pay ranges currently and is looking at the compression issue, and those 
results should be available in April or May.  

The group talked about the change in District worker’s comp insurance, with the change in the deductible per 
injury from $1K to $5K. Mr. Shipley reported that currently 90% of the worker’s comp claims are for less 
than $1K; and the change in deductible per injury will represent a significant savings for the District. 

• Parks: Greg Howe, Forestry & Horticulture Supervisor provided an update on the Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB) infestation in the State. Since the last department report, it’s been determined that the City of 
Boulder has 10 infested trees, and the EAB has been there about four years, and that has increased the 
possibility of infestation elsewhere in the State significantly. District staff is working on sampling 
protocols. Mr. Howe explained the tell-tale signs and staff’s process of testing potentially affected trees. 
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If the results in Spring 2014 show an infestation in the District, staff would return to the Board with a 
plan. 

Without the expensive annual treatments, the mortality rate is 99% within about 8 years, and the EAB infests 
all types of true elm species. If the trees are saved, there will be annual treatment costs; and if they are 
removed, there will be the costs of removal and dump fees. Elsewhere in the US, crews have developed a 
priority list for thinning the trees, first removing the trees they probably wouldn’t invest in anyway, to spread 
out the costs of removal over several years. 

• Recreation: Mr. LaBrash forwarded a “good job” message to Ms. Gould, Bill Dobbs, and the Recreation 
staff for the Littleton Hockey Association event over the weekend. He heard good comments from the 
public. 

Mr. Ostermiller noted the trend in recreation center pass sales and encouraged staff to learn the marketing 
lessons there, in order to increase revenue. 

• IT: To Mr. LaBrash’s questions, Mr. MacLennan overviewed staff’s procedures for handling credit card 
information securely. He reported that the Lone Tree annual members’ information still is maintained 
onsite by the Lone Tree accountant, and appropriate security is in place. 

• Finance: Mr. Shipley reviewed changes in timing for revenue collection for the ice arenas, having to do 
with contract instructor and hockey team payments. Mr. Shipley stated that, while the ice arena income 
isn’t showing a strong net income from the change in instructor fees collection by line item, he is 
comfortable that the District has reduced its employee expenses in other areas and overall the change has 
been of benefit. Interest in the sport is cyclical and based on the Winter Olympics.  Mr. LaBrash stated he 
doesn’t believe income could be based on ice arena traffic, which is busy all the time. Mr. Lorenz assured 
him, it all has to do with private lessons. The group talked about a range of ancillary instructor expenses 
in other line items and potential savings from the changes. At Family Sports, hockey teams are paying 
sooner according to the change in rules, and that’s had an impact.  

To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Mr. Shipley assured her, the multi-year revenue comparison report will be 
provided after the many year-end adjustments are made to the books and hopefully in February. He added, 
2014 will be a 27-pay-period year, but there should be no impact to expenditures. 

• IT: To Mrs. Rosser’s question, Mr. MacLennan explained how a credit card “skimmer” (fraud device) 
works and that typically the thefts are occurring at ATMs and gas pumps.  

• Communications: To Mr. Ostermiller’s question, Ms. Cope reported the relationship with users on the 
District-wide FaceBook page looks pretty good in its first 28 days. Greg Collette will present an update 
in February.  

Board of Directors items 
Mrs. Eller reported on the most recent High Line Canal Working Group meeting, wherein she and Mr. Lorenz 
had a presentation from a subcommittee regarding the Canal trail and potential roadway crossings 
improvements. A few potential crossings are in the South Suburban influence area, and most are in Aurora.  
There are two projects within South Suburban at this time, and they were not part of the discussion really. 
There’s another on Orchard Road, entering Greenwood Village. Mr. Lorenz reported on anticipated changes to 
the crossings on Broadway near the Highline Apartments, to eliminate users’ crossing Broadway twice. 
Planning and negotiations have been underway for a couple of years, including right-of-way negotiations with 
private owners and design. Mr. Lorenz added, the project isn’t a high priority for the City at this point.  

Mrs. Rosser reported, the next South Platte Working Group meeting would be on Thursday. The first Lone Tree 
Subcommittee meeting of the year will be in February.  
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Mr. Ostermiller asked which of the Boardmembers would attend the event for retiring Lone Tree City Manager 
Jack Hidahl, in late January. He plans to attend. 

Announcements and emergency items 
There were no items for announcement this evening. Mr. Ostermiller reminded Boardmembers to communicate 
their travel plans, in order to ensure quorum attendance for upcoming District sessions. 

There was no need to call an Executive Session tonight. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the group adjourned for the evening at 8:46 pm.  

Donna Shephard  
Executive Assistant 
/ds 
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